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STAFF REPORT:  11/16/2022 REGULAR MEETING           PREPARED BY: T. BOSCARINO 

APPLICATION NUMBER : 22-8119  

VIOLATION NUMBER:  21-463 

ADDRESS: 6102 AND 6125 14TH STREET 

HISTORIC DISTRICT : KING SOLOMON BAPTIST CHURCH 

APPLICANT : REV. CHARLES WILLIAMS I I, PASTOR 

PROPERTY OWNER: KING SOLOMON MSNY CHURCH (6102 14TH); SON OF DAVID MINISTRIES (6125 

14TH) 

DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLIC ATION : NOVEMBER 9, 2022 

DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT : OCTOBER 28, 2022; NOVEMBER 3, 2022; NOVEMBER 9, 2022 

 

SCOPE: REPLACE DOORS AND WINDOWS (WORK STARTED WITHOUT APPROVAL) 

 

BACKGROUND AND EXISTING CONDITI ONS  

 

The subject property, historically known as King Solomon Baptist Church, consists of two large church buildings 

of comparable scale separated by 14th Street. On the west is the Educational and Recreation Building (6125 14th), 

a somewhat larger Tudor Revival building, with Arts and Crafts and Gothic Revival influences, built in 1917 and 

expanded with additions to the north and south in 1937 and 1940, respectively. On the east is the Main Auditorium 

(6102 14th), an Art Deco building built in 1937. The Period of Significance extends from 1917 through 1964; both 

buildings as well as their additions and alterations from the Period of Significance are historically significant. 

 

 
Top: Educational and Recreation Building. Bottom: Main Auditorium. November 2022 photos by staff. 
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Left: Site plan. Image: National Register of Historic Places, 2015. Right: Temple Baptist Church (now King Solomon Baptist 

Church) circa 1937ï1940. Image: Joel Carpenter, Inside History of First Baptist Church, Fort Worth, and Temple Baptist Church, 

Detroit (New York: Garland Publishing, 1988). 

 

 
King Solomon Baptist Church in 1979. Image from church program. 

 

 
Main Auditorium, April 12, 1964, the date of Malcolm Xôs ñThe Ballot or the Bulletò address. Image: Wayne State University 

Virtual Motor City. 
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Educational and Recreation Building in 2014. Image: National Register of Historic Places. 

 

 
Main Auditorium in 2014. Image: National Register of Historic Places. 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to replace doors and windows on the Educational and Recreation Building (6125 14th), as 

described below. Some of this work was begun without approval, and is presently on hold pending application to 

the Historic District Commission. 
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An abbreviated timeline describing work performed without approval is as follows: 

¶ June 22, 2021: Planning and Development Department staff (HDC staff) observes windows being removed 

and window openings being bricked in at Educational and Recreation Building (6125 14th). 

¶ June 23, 2021: Buildings, Safety Engineering, and Environmental Department staff (BSEED) visits the 

property and speaks to the applicant. HDC staff receives call from the applicant requesting information on 

the application process. 

¶ July 23, 2021: BSEED posts a Stop Work order on the property.  

¶ August 24, 2021: BSEED visits the site and finds new windows installed, work ongoing.1  

¶ November 22, 2021: HDC staff mails Notice of Work Observed letter. 

¶ August 24, 2022: Project Review Request (Historic District Commission application) received by HDC 

staff. 

¶ August 25, 2022: HDC staff visits the site and observes removal of windows and alteration of openings in 

progress.2  

 

 

 
East and south elevation drawings showing proposed work. Image from application.  
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North and west elevation drawings of proposed work. Image from application. 

 

 

 
Rendering of proposed work. Image from application. 

 


